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Goethe and the Jews

The following is the third of @
series of illuminating articles re-
wealing Goethe’s lively interest
in Jewry and things Yiddish,

Based upon .ewcerpts from
“Qoethe and the Jews” (G. p
P ),

tion and interpretation and though
they did not clarify them they did,
however, by their explanation af-
firm them.

Again and again Goethe reverts
to the Bible whxch has exerted an
influence on the world.

Dr. Mark Waldmmt of the Ool-
Tege of the City of New York.
The author, who is a disti
guished teacher, scholar and lec-
turer, has won high praise for
his literary contributions and re-
search on Goethe from Professor
Carl F. Schreiber, head of the
Germanic Department at Yale
University and head of the
Goethe Symposium, to which
Professor Waldman's contribu-
tion was adjudged outstanding.

L

By DR. MARK WALDMAN
The Bible largely shaped his life
and accompanied him through life
wittingly and unwittingly till his
e VETY last breath.

7 He never failed

casionmorethan

(DR M. WALDMAN 4ny other hook
to reflection over human affairs
and could, therefore, be used as
& basis for sermons and other re-
ligious matters. It was taken on
faith that the Book of Books had
been written in a single spirit, that
it was inspired by the divine spir-
it and dictated, so to speak.

Nevertheless, the various contra-
dictory parts had been partly criti-
cized, partly defended by both be-
lievers and unbelievers long ago.
Englishmen, Frenchmen and Ger-
mans had attacked the Bible with
more or less vehemence, ingenuity,
insolence and wantonness. On the
other hand, it was defended by
serious-minded people of all na-
tions.

“As far as I am concerned,” he
continues, “I lived and esteemed
it: for almost to it alone I owed
my moral education, and the
events, the teachings, the symbols,
the similes, everything had made
on me a profound impression and
had become effective in one way
or another. I, therefor., disliked
the unjust, railing, and distorted
attacks; however, & point was
reached at that cime when as chief
defense of many passages of the
Bible the argument was advanced
that God had adapted Himself to
the manmer of thinking and com-
prehension of the human beings,
and the inspired men had, hence,
‘been unable to disavow their char-
acter, their individuality, Amos
as a cowherdsman, of course, does
not use the lofty language of an
Isaiah, who is supposed to have
been a prince.”

- It is interesting to note lhB.t
the ancient Rabbis male a similar
‘observation on Isaiah and Ezekiel.
The former, they say, describes
his vision of the throne of God
and the angels like a city dweller,
that is to say, is more refined,
whereas the latter, like a villager,
is crude and uncouth.

Biblical Influence on Goethe Strong

As a result of the controversies
Higher criticism_developed, or as
he calls it - critica)

“That great veneration which
many races and peoples have be-
stowed upon the Bible is due to its
inner worth. It is not merely a
national book but a book of the
nations, because it sets up the des-’|
tinies of a nation as a symbol for
all others, because it connects its
history with the origin of the world
and leads it through a gamut of
terrestrial and spiritual develop-
ments, through a scale of indispen-
sable and accidental events into
the remotest regions of the utter-
most eternities.”
Spinoza Exercized, Goethe

1t Goethe never tired of acknowl-
edging his profound indebtedness
to the Book of Books, he never
ceased to reiterate till the end of
his days his deep gratitude to the
“God-intoxicated Jew” Spinoza.

It seems that many human be-
ings are born with a certain Welt-
anschauung. It ordinarily lies dor-
mant in them till it is awakened
by some extranepus cause Or
causes. If it receives no impetus
from without, the man of ordinary
intelligence will, on the ‘whole,
adopt a Weltanschauung foreign to
his nature, merely dictated by en-
vironment, association, or both.
Not so, however, a person of su-
perior intellect. ~His Weltan-
schauung will crop up at all events
and under all circumstances.

Before Goethe knew anything of
Spinoza’s system of philosophy he
was already conscious of a phil-
osophy of life entertained and ex-
pressed by the latter. When a
mere youth he was already domi-
nated by pantheistic ideas. When
only twenty he wrote in his diary—
he had already discarded his faith
in a personal God—the momentous
words, so thoroughly Spinozostie:

“To act separate from God and
nature is difficult and dangerous,
for we recognize God only through
nature. All that exists belongs of
necessity to the nature of God.
since God is the sole existence.”
This idea is expressed in Spinoza’s
Ethic I Prop. 29. “In nature there
is nothing contingent, but all things
are determined from the necessity
of the divine nature to exist and
act in a certain manner.”

When Goethe wrote down his
‘oredo he had only known of Spin-
oza from a booklet and Bayle's en-
cyclopedia, in both of which Spin-
oza had been caricatured and re-
viled. In the summer of 1773,
however, he tapped the Spinoza
fount himself. Thenceforth, he be-
came infected with an unbounded
admiration for the man and his
teachizg. Spinoza became his mas-
ter, teacher, and inspiration. His
Ethic became Goethe's breviary
and compenion. In time of travail
and despair he tool refuge in it
from which he drew counsel, sol-
ace, and peace of mind.

Admits Debt to Phil

wide vista seemed to open up be-
fore me on the sensuous and moral
world. What attached me to him
especially was his boundless un-
selfishness which shone forth from
every sentence. That singular
maxim: ‘Whoever loves God right-
1y, must not demand that God love
him in return, with all the prem-
ises upon which it is based, with
all the corollaries which ensue,
filled my entire thought. To be
unselfish in everything, to be most
unselfish in love and friendship
constituted my greatest joy, my
principles, my practice, so that that
impertinent later axiom ‘If T love
thee, what does it concern thee?’
was just spoken out of my heart.
Moreover, it hould be noted that
the closest combinations only re-
sult from opposites. The tranquil- | ™
ity of Spinoza, balancing eve
thing, contrasted with my aspira-
tions, agitating everything; his ma-
thematical method was the coun-
terpart of my poetic disposition
and presentation, and just that
regulated mode of treatment which
was not considered adaptable to
moral matters, made me his pas-
sionate disciple, his most decided
admirer. Mind and heart, reason
and disposition sought one another
with inevitable elective affinity,
and by it was brought about a
union of the diversest beings.”
(To Be Continued)

Will Reconstruct
Zion Arts Schoo

Keren Kayemeth and English
Government Donate Funds
for Reopening

(3T.A. Special Correspondence)

JERUSALEM, July 26.—The re-
construction and reopening of the
Bezalel School of Arts and Crafts,
an institution which under the
late Professor Boris Schatz, was
instrumental in producing a num-
ber of well-known contemporary
Jewish artists, is mow to be pro
ceeded with. It will be called the
New Bezalel.

The Keren Kayemeth has hand-
ed the school the old building and
the Government is contributing
1,500 pounds to repair the struc-
ture.

Prominent local British and
Jewish personalities are taking
part in the new school board. The
new director is a German Jewish
immigrant, the artist and graphic
worker, Joseph Bodke, who ar-
rived here a year ago.

Appeals Court Copfirms
Bandits’ Death Sentence

(J.T.A. Special Correspondence)

JERUSALEM, July 25. — The
Court of Criminal Appeal has af-
firmed the death sentences im-
posed on Abu Jilda and El Ar-
meet, notorious Palestinian brig-
ands, who were convicted of the
murder of a Palestinian constable
last year.

The two men had led a gang
of bandits which had terrorized
the countryside until caught in a
police trap near Nablus.

P "

When Goethe met his friend
Jacobi in 1774 they discussed vital
matters which touched the inner-
most recesses of their very souls.
Goethe, in speaking of this occa-

Gets Seat in Karachi, India

(3.T.A. Special Correspondence)
KARACHI, India, July 7.—A
sepe_rate sea\: exclusively for the

sion, says: I had al-

of the Jewish com-

ready worked on myself, if not
trained myself, from this angle and
had absorbed the life and mode of

munity has been reserved on the
local municipal corporation in ac-
cordance with a provision of the

views,” to which the ever-increas-
ing knowledge of languages large-
1y contributed. Especially was it
Michaelis who threw the power of
his talents and his knowledge on
this domain.

In consequence thereof the Bible
was made more intelligible and
more comprehensible; many objec-
tions were removed, many objec-
tionable things eliminated, and ev-
éry - shallow cynicism silenced.
Alongside of it there also devel-
‘oped a sort of exegesis. Some made

! the obscurest, most mysterious
writings the object of their reflec-

an y

to be sure, incompletely and al-
most furtively; but I nevertheless
felt some notable effects. The
spirit which had such a decisive
effect on me and which was to
have such a great influence on my
entire way of thinking was Spin-
oza. After T had searched in vain
in the whole world for a medium
of training of my singular being
I finally came upon the Ethic of
this man. What I may have read
out of this work, what I may have
read into it, I copld not tell now;
enough, I found hife tranquilliza-

new act for the City of
Karachi. This privilege was ob-
tained through the efforts of Abra-
ham Reuben and L. Solomon.

Arabs Write Protest

(3.T.A. Snecial Correspondence)

JERUSALEM, July 26.—The
Arab Executive in Jerusalem has
received a large number of letters
from many cities and villages of
the country in which the inhabi-
tants state their refusal to parti-
cipate in the General Arab Con-
gress because of their objection ta

tion of my passions; a large and

the-electoral regulationr-

HitlerConquest
Absolute, Says
Midwest Paper

Editorial Scores Falsity
of Nazis to Ideals of
Hindenburg

(Special to the J.D.B.)
MILWAUKEE, Aug. 6.—One of
the most severe arraignments of
Hitler 5o far published in this pre-
dominantly German city has just
ppeared o the Milwankes Tour-

“Adclf Hitler, the Austrian ad-
venturer, has just completed his
revolution in Germany, or rather
the death of Hindenburg has com-
pleted it for him,” the editorial
declares. “The Presidency is no
more, the Weimar constitution is
gome, the free choice of the peo-
ple for enything they might de-
sire is put in Nazi cold storage.
The subjugation of the nation to
one leader and one party is now
absolute.”

The Journal goes on to say that
“we have yet to find, historically,
as large a dose of demagoguery
offered to a nation as Hitler ex-
ects Germany to swallow.

“Hitler protends to venerate
Hindenburg, the leader and patriot,
but at the same time destroys all
that Hindenburg, the Constitu-
tional head, stood for.

“Hitler fixes it so there can
be no possible alternative to his
policies and then announces all
power flows from the people and
orders them to participate in a
‘free_election.’

“What can the true German do

about it? Nothing.”

Palestine Groups Meet
To Discuss Position of
Actions Center Parlies

.(Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
JERUSALEM, Aug. 7—A joint
meeting of members of the Jewish
Agency for Palestine and the del-
egates of the center parties in the
Actions Committee, the adminis-
trative committee of the World
Zionist Organization, was held
here today. Laborite and Reévision-
ist delegates were excluded.

The purpose of the meeting was
to discuss the internal position of
the center groups in the Zionist
movement and the Palestine Yish-
ub, and also to consider means of
ending the bitter internal strife in
the Zionist ranks.

Reich Jews’ Boat Lands
Cargo at Palestine City

(J.T.A. Spectal Correspondence)
L AVIV, July 30. — The
“Atid” “(Future), @ cargo boat
manned by exiled German Jewish
youths, arrived here today from
Antwerp, carrying 720 toms of
merchandise.

Rosenthal, the skipper, was for-
merly chief officer of a German

liner. The boat will visit Jaffa,
Haifa, Port Said, the Bastern
Mediterranean and Black Sea

ports, after which 1t will return
to Belgium.

Flood Relief Plans Formed

(J.T.A. Spech\l coruspnndenm)

TEL AVIV, July 24—A commit
tee consisting of M. 7. Fried, D
D. Zel-Zion, Zeev Raizman ar
others has been formed here t
conduct & speedy campaign to rair
funds for Jewish victims of Poli
floods. The campaign is under t!
auspices of the Polish Settlers A-
sociation. ~

Give Zion Reiugee Report

(2.7.4. Special Gorrespondence)
JERUSALEM, July 24. F‘lft‘

1,000 pounds or more), it ws.s e
ported here todew A

BRALANS

takes pleasure in
announcing ‘that

PRINCE HUBERTUS
LOEWENSTEIN

Fighter Against Hitlerism

Is coming to the United
States in October for a
two. months lecture tour.

A leading figure in the Catholic
Center ‘Party, he was the
founder and leader of the Vor-
trup Schwarz-Rot-Gold, one of |-
the most important youth or- |
ganizations of the Republican
Reichsbanner-in Germany.

Born in the Austrian Tyrol, he was
brought up there, later studying
law in Munich, Hamburg, Berlin
and Geneva. His first political ap-
pearance was in the “Vossische
Zeitung” and this he followed up
with an enormous number of po-
litical leading articles published in
the “Berliner Tageblatt” and other
leading German newspapers. He
is now contributor to one of the
‘most important in the
world, the London “Nineteenth
Century and After.”

reviews

In the last year before the Hitlei-
ites seized power in Germany,
Prince Loewenstein addressed be-
tween 800 and 900 meetings in all
parts of Germany, speaking against
National Socialism, which he re-
gards as the worst enemy of the
German nation.

He has lived in London since
March, 1934, where he is continu-
ing his fight against National So-
cialism in the press, in periodical
publications and in his books. He is
the author™of “T'ragedy of a Na-
tion, Germany 1918-34.” His new
book, “After Hitler’s Fall Ger-
many’s Coming Reich,” will be
published by Faber and Faber in
September.

Prince Loewenstein has won recog-
nition as one of the most important
figures in the battle to restore de-
mocracy and tolerance in Germany.
He will lecture on the following
subjects:

Catholi
National Socialism as World Menace

ism and Judaism

Nezi Germany Is Not Germany

Situation in Austria

The Overthrow of the German Re-
public

Disarmament and Poace

Gorman Nobility Under the Nazis

After Hitler What?

For bookings and. further
mfnrmatlan arite to
BRALANS
123 William Street

New York City
i




